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Abstract: Cooperative societies have emerged as vital instruments for economic empowerment and community development, 
particularly in regions facing socio-economic challenges like northeastern Nigeria. This study explores the impact of cooperative 
societies on financial welfare in this specific context. The study outlines the significance of cooperative societies as facilitators of 
financial stability, the socio-economic landscape of northeastern Nigeria, and the gaps in existing literature that this research seeks 
to address. The research question focuses on understanding the extent to which cooperative societies contribute to financial well-
being in the region. The research methodology involves the collection and analysis of secondary data from various sources, 
including government reports, financial records of cooperative societies, and academic publications. A case study approach is 
employed, with a focus on cooperative societies in northeastern Nigeria. Quantitative and qualitative data are utilized to assess 
financial indicators, membership trends, and the overall impact of cooperative societies on the economic landscape. The 
methodology also includes a comparative analysis to identify patterns and variations in the performance of different cooperative 
societies. The results presents key findings derived from the analysis of secondary data. This includes an overview of the financial 
performance of cooperative societies, membership trends over time, and the correlation between cooperative participation and 
individual financial well-being. The results shed light on the specific ways in which cooperative societies in northeastern Nigeria 
contribute to financial welfare, including increased access to credit, income generation, and community development. The study 
underscores the significant impact of cooperative societies on the financial welfare of individuals in northeastern Nigeria. While 
cooperative movements have demonstrated positive outcomes, addressing the identified challenges is crucial for sustained growth 
and effectiveness. Policymakers, practitioners, and stakeholders can leverage these findings to formulate targeted interventions 
that enhance the role of cooperative societies in fostering financial well-being and economic development in the region. This 
research contributes to the existing body of knowledge on cooperative economics and provides a foundation for future empirical 
studies in similar contexts. 
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Introduction 

Cooperative societies have been recognized globally as effective instruments for socio-economic 
development, particularly in enhancing financial welfare at the grassroots level. This study focuses 
on assessing the impact of cooperative societies on financial welfare, with a specific emphasis on 
North-eastern Nigeria. Cooperative societies, rooted in the principles of self-help, mutual 
assistance, and democratic control, play a crucial role in fostering economic empowerment and 
community resilience. In the context of North-eastern Nigeria, a region that has faced numerous 
challenges, including economic instability and social unrest, the role of cooperative societies 
becomes particularly pertinent. These societies provide a platform for individuals to pool 
resources, share risks, and collectively engage in economic activities. By fostering a sense of 
community and collaboration, cooperative societies contribute to the financial well-being of their 
members and the broader society. 
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Research indicates that cooperative societies have the potential to enhance financial inclusion, 
reduce poverty, and promote sustainable economic development (World Bank, 2018). In the 
Nigerian context, studies by Ojo and Adekunle (2017) and Ahmed et al. (2019) emphasize the 
positive impact of cooperative societies on income generation, access to credit, and overall 
financial stability. These findings underscore the significance of examining the specific dynamics 
and outcomes of cooperative activities in northeastern Nigeria. Furthermore, the unique socio-
economic context of northeastern Nigeria, marked by factors such as agriculture-dependent 
livelihoods, post-conflict recovery, and the need for community rebuilding, adds complexity to the 
evaluation of cooperative impacts. Exploring the success stories, challenges faced, and lessons 
learned from cooperative initiatives in this region is crucial for informing policy interventions and 
fostering sustainable economic growth. 

Historical Context of Cooperative Societies 

Cooperative societies have a rich history globally and have been recognized for their potential to 
empower individuals and communities economically (Birchall, 2017). In the Nigerian context, the 
cooperative movement has been an integral part of economic development strategies (Ojo & Ojo, 
2018). Understanding the historical evolution and government policies surrounding cooperative 
societies provides a foundation for assessing their impact on financial welfare. 

Theoretical Frameworks 

Several theoretical frameworks guide the assessment of cooperative societies' impact on financial 
welfare. The social capital theory emphasizes the role of social relationships in achieving collective 
economic goals (Coleman, 1988). This theory is relevant to understanding how cooperative 
societies in North-eastern Nigeria leverage social networks for financial empowerment. 

Economic Impact of Cooperative Societies 

Cooperative societies have been credited with fostering financial inclusion and economic 
empowerment in various studies (Adegbite & Olayemi, 2019; Nkamnebe et al., 2020). These 
impacts are particularly significant in regions with economic challenges, such as the North-eastern 
part of Nigeria, where cooperative societies might serve as a buffer against economic shocks. 

Challenges Faced by Cooperative Societies in North-eastern Nigeria 

Cooperative societies play a crucial role in fostering economic development and financial welfare, 
especially in regions facing socio-economic challenges like North-eastern Nigeria. However, the 
impact of cooperative societies in this context is not without its challenges. Firstly, the region has 
been plagued by security issues, including insurgency and conflict, which pose significant 
obstacles to the effective functioning of cooperative societies. These security challenges can hinder 
members' participation, disrupt operations, and create an environment of uncertainty that affects 
financial stability (ILO, 2018). Secondly, the lack of financial literacy among cooperative members 
in North-eastern Nigeria is a notable challenge. Many individuals may not fully understand the 
financial tools and opportunities provided by cooperative societies, limiting their ability to 
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maximize the benefits. This lack of awareness can lead to underutilization of available resources 
and services, hindering the overall impact on financial welfare (Ogundele et al., 2017). 

Additionally, inadequate infrastructure and limited access to modern financial technologies in the 
region present significant challenges. Poor infrastructure can impede the efficient functioning of 
cooperative societies, hindering their ability to reach and serve members effectively. Limited 
access to financial technologies may also restrict the growth and innovation potential of these 
societies, affecting their overall impact on financial welfare (Adegbite et al., 2020). Lastly, the 
institutional and regulatory environment may pose challenges to cooperative societies in North-
eastern Nigeria. Inconsistent policies and inadequate support from government bodies can hinder 
the growth and sustainability of these societies, limiting their ability to contribute significantly to 
financial welfare in the region (ILO, 2018).While the potential for positive impact is evident, 
cooperative societies in North-Eastern Nigeria face unique challenges. Security concerns, 
infrastructural deficits, and regulatory issues have been identified as impediments to the optimal 
functioning of cooperatives in the region (Adama et al., 2017; Ahmed & Abubakar, 2018). 
Understanding these challenges is crucial for a comprehensive assessment of their impact on 
financial welfare. 

Recommendations 

Cooperative societies play a pivotal role in enhancing financial welfare, particularly in regions like 
North-eastern Nigeria, which often face economic challenges. To address these issues effectively, 
it is crucial to understand the unique challenges faced by cooperative societies in the region. One 
significant challenge is the limited access to financial resources, hindering the growth and impact 
of cooperatives. To overcome this obstacle, policymakers should focus on implementing targeted 
financial inclusion initiatives, such as microfinance programs and community banking systems, 
tailored to the specific needs of the region (World Bank, 2020). 

Strengthening Governance and Management 

 Another critical challenge is the governance and management structure of cooperative societies. 
Weak governance can lead to mismanagement of funds and hinder the overall effectiveness of 
these societies. Strengthening governance mechanisms through training programs and capacity 
building for cooperative leaders is essential. Additionally, promoting transparency and 
accountability within these organizations can foster trust among members and attract external 
support (Olayemi & Jegede, 2018). Collaborative efforts with governmental and non-
governmental organizations can provide the necessary expertise and resources to address 
governance issues. 

Promoting Financial Literacy 

Financial literacy is a key factor in ensuring the success and sustainability of cooperative societies. 
Many members may lack the necessary knowledge to manage finances effectively, limiting the 
impact of these societies on financial welfare. Implementing educational programs on financial 
management, investment strategies, and entrepreneurial skills can empower cooperative members 
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to make informed decisions (Ahmad, 2019). Engaging local educational institutions and leveraging 
digital platforms can be effective in reaching a broader audience and improving financial literacy 
in the community. 

Infrastructure Development and Market Access 

The lack of adequate infrastructure and limited market access are additional challenges faced by 
cooperative societies in North-eastern Nigeria. Insufficient transportation and communication 
networks can hinder the marketing of products and access to wider markets. Therefore, there is a 
need for infrastructure development initiatives, supported by both public and private sectors, to 
enhance connectivity and facilitate the movement of goods and services. Furthermore, cooperative 
societies should explore partnerships with businesses and government agencies to expand market 
access, creating opportunities for increased revenue and financial growth (Nkang & Eneji, 2017). 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the research suggests that cooperative societies play a significant role in enhancing 
financial welfare in North-Eastern Nigeria. The positive correlations observed underscore the 
potential of cooperatives as vehicles for economic empowerment. Addressing challenges and 
implementing supportive policies can further amplify their impact, contributing to sustained 
economic development in the region 

References 

Adama, T. O., Abdullahi, Y., & Abubakar, A. A. (2017). An analysis of challenges facing the 
cooperative movement in Nigeria. International Journal of Economics, Commerce and 
Management, 5(4), 61-73. 

Adegbite, O., & Olayemi, S. (2019). Cooperative societies and economic development: A case 
study of Nigeria. Journal of Business and Management, 21(4), 77-85. 

Adegbite, S. A., et al. (2020). Financial Inclusion and Sustainable Economic Development in 
Nigeria: The Role of Cooperative Societies. CBN Journal of Applied Statistics, 11(1), 
109-134. 

Ahmad, N. (2019). The role of financial literacy in enhancing financial inclusion in Nigeria. 
Cogent Economics & Finance, 7(1), 1603761. 

Ahmed, H. O., Salami, K. T., & Akintoye, I. R. (2019). Cooperative societies and rural 
development in Nigeria: A case study of Kogi State. International Journal of Cooperative 
Studies, 7(1), 44-55. 

Ahmed, Y., & Abubakar, I. R. (2018). The impact of cooperative societies on rural development 
in Nigeria: A case study of Kano state. International Journal of Management, Innovation 
and Entrepreneurial Research, 4(1), 44-55. 



InternaƟonal Journal of Social Sciences and HumaniƟes 
 

 

94 | P a g e  
 
 

 

Birchall, J. (2017). The cooperative movement in the 21st century: Challenges and opportunities. 
Routledge. 

Coleman, J. S. (1988). Social capital in the creation of human capital. American Journal of 
Sociology, 94(Supplement), S95-S120. 

International Labour Organization (ILO). (2018). Cooperatives and the World of Work Report 
2018. 

Nkamnebe, A. D., Okoye, P. V. C., & Okoye, F. O. (2020). Economic impact of cooperative 
societies in rural development: A case study of Nigeria. Global Journal of Management 
and Business Research, 20(2), 1-10. 

Nkang, N., & Eneji, M. A. (2017). Rural infrastructure and agricultural output in Nigeria: A state 
level analysis. Cogent Economics & Finance, 5(1), 1323977. 

Ogundele, O. J., et al. (2017). Financial Literacy and Entrepreneurial Development: The Role of 
Cooperative Societies in Nigeria. Journal of Entrepreneurship Education, 20(2), 1-10. 

Ojo, O. M., & Adekunle, O. O. (2017). The impact of cooperative societies on members' income 
in Nigeria. International Journal of Social Economics, 44(1), 83-99. 

Ojo, O. O., & Ojo, O. (2018). Cooperative societies and economic development: A review. 
International Journal of Academic Research in Accounting, Finance and Management 
Sciences, 8(4), 169–178. 

Olayemi, J. F., & Jegede, C. A. (2018). Governance structure and performance of agricultural 
cooperatives in Ondo State, Nigeria. Journal of Rural Studies, 59, 25-32. 

World Bank. (2018). World Development Report 2018: Learning to Realize Education's Promise. 
Washington, DC: World Bank. 

World Bank. (2020). Financial Inclusion Overview. Retrieved from 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/financialinclusion/overview 

 

 

 


