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Abstract: The main aim of the study is to examine the extent to which environmental concerns of
agribusiness companies affect crisis management in Benue Sate. Two hundred and fourteen
respondents were chosen for the study via sample size determination. For the regresson model, the
study found out that limit pollution, national and international standards, best practices, health of staff
and inhabitants, and policy on green energy are essential for crisis management in agribusiness
companies operating in Benue State. Over the last few decades, the exploitation of our planet and
degradation of our environment have gone up at an alarming rate. The study thus, concludes that,
environmental concern has significant effect on crisis management by agribusiness companies in Benue
Sate. Environmental concerns of firms should be budgeted for by agribusiness companies in order to
minimize the affect of crisis on the host communities in Benue Sate. Land and soil pollution can be
reduced to minimum if agribusiness companies help to curb their level of carbon and solid wastes
should be recycles or properly disposed at waste land sites. Water pollution should be reduced by
collecting effluents from the agribusiness companies are properly sealed and disposed.
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1. Introduction

Society is defined in broader sense and many levels which include all stakeholders and groups
that keep interest in supplier, Government, local communities and even the environment (Ogidi,
Olotu and Olapede, 2013; Igbal, Ahmad, Hamad, Bashir and Sattar, 2014). Corporate socia
responsibility (CSR) disclosure has attracted much attention over the past three decades
(Uwuigbe, 2011). It could be through provision of electricity, pipe borne water, building of good
roads and ensuring security in the society in the environment where the firm operates.
Environmental activities should be embarked by the firm to enhance pollution control projects,
adherence to federal standards and evaluation procedures of new packages to ensure ease of
disposal or possible recycling (Ezeigwe, 2010; Ogidi, 20144). The environment must be
controlled so as to reduce adverse effect on the host communities. Our Mother Earth is currently
facing lot of environmental concerns. The environmental problems like global warming, acid
rain, air pollution, urban sprawl, waste disposal, ozone layer depletion, water pollution, climate
change and many more affect every human, animal and nation on this planet. Over the last few
decades, the exploitation of our planet and degradation of our environment have gone up at an
alarming rate (Ogidi, 2014c). As our actions have been not in favor of protecting this planet, we
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have seen natura disasters striking us more often in the form of flash floods, tsunamis and
cyclones. Different environmental groups around the world play their role in educating people as
to how their small actions when combined together can play a big role in protecting this planet
(Ogidi, Olutu and Olapede, 2013). If you look at the environment around us, you can see that
there are a number of issues that come to our attention.

Pollution of air, water and soil take a huge number of years to recover. Industry and
engine vehicle fumes are the most obvious toxins. Substantial metals, nitrates and plastic are
poisons in charge of pollution. While water contamination is brought about by oil dlicks, acid
rain, and urban sprawl; air contamination is created by different gasses and poisons discharged
by businesses and manufacturing plants and burning of fossil fills; soil contamination is majorly
created by mechanical waste that takes supplements out of the soil. Clean drinking water is
turning into an uncommon thing. Water is turning into a monetary and political concern as the
human popul ace battles for this need. Waste from industrial and agricultural activities pollute the
water that is used by humans, animals and plants. Land pollution simply means degradation of
earth’s surface as a result of human activities like mining, littering, deforestation, industrial,
construction and agricultural activities. Land pollution can have huge environmental impact in
the form of air pollution and soil pollution which in turn can have adverse effect on human
health (Ogidi, 2015). Climate change is yet another environmental concern that has surfaced in
last couple of decades. Environmenta change has different destructive impacts that include, but
are not limited to, the melting of polar ice, change in seasons, new sicknesses, and change in
general climate situation. Environmental asset abuse is also an important environmental concern.
Fossil fuel utilization brings about discharge of greenhouse gasses, which causes environmental
change. However, individuals are taking endeavors to move to renewable energy sources. Our
woodlands create new oxygen and additionally help in managing temperature and precipitation.
At present, timberlands cover 30% of the area, but wooded areas are being lost on aregular basis
because people are looking for homes, food, and materials. Deforestation is a huge problem and
will just continue to get worse. Temperature increases, like climate change, are the consequence
of human practices, including the use of greenhouse gasses. When the atmosphere changes and
the heat increases, it can cause a number of problems and start to destroy the world we live in.

The amount of carbon in the water and the atmosphere is continuing to be a problem in
the world around us. The primary effect is on shellfish and microscopic fish, and it has similar
effects to osteoporosis in humans. The current environmental concerns represent a considerable
measure of danger to well-being of people, and creatures. Dirty water is the greatest well-being
danger of the world and poses arisk to the health and lifespan of people and animals. The ozone
layer is an undetectable layer of protection around the planet that secures us from the sun’s
unsafe beams. Depletion of the critical Ozone layer of the air is credited to contamination
brought about by Bromide and Chlorine found in Chlorofloro carbons (CFC’s). When these
poisonous gasses each the upper parts of the atmosphere, they cause a gap in the ozone layer, the
greatest of which is over the Antarctic (Ogidi, 2014c). Non-renewable resources are limited and
will get expired one day. Consumption of fossil fuels at an alarming rate can lead to global
warming which can further result in melting of polar ice caps and increase in sea levels. Modern
day agriculture practices make use of chemical products like pesticides and fertilizers to deal
with local pests. Some of the chemicals when sprayed do not disappear and infact seeps into the
ground and thereby harms plants and crops. Also, contaminated water is used for irrigation by
farmers due to disposal of industrial and agricultural waste in local water bodies. Noise pollution
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is another common form of pollution that causes temporary disruption when there is excessive
amount of unpleasant noise. Construction activities, industrialization, increase in vehicular
traffic, lack of urban planning are few of the causes of noise pollution. Littering simply means
disposal of piece of garbage or debris improperly or at wrong location usually on the ground
instead of disposing them at trash container or recycling bin. Littering can cause huge
environmental and economic impact in the form of spending millions of dollars to clean the
garbage of road that pollute the clean air.

1.1. Objective of the Study

The main am of the study is to examine the extent to which environmental concerns of
agribusiness companies affect crisis management in Benue State

1.2. Resear ch Question

To what extent does environmental concern affect crisis management by agribusiness companies
in Benue State?

1.3. Statement of Hypothesis

HO: There is no significant relationship between environmental concern and crisis management
by firmsin Benue State

2. M ethodology

2.1. Resear ch Design

The study employed correlational survey research design. A survey research design seeks to
obtain information that describes existing phenomenon by asking individuals about their
perceptions, attitudes and values.

2.2. Population of the Study

The population consists of staff from private companies operating in Benue State, such as Ashi
Rice, Miva Rice, Tito Randiaries and Gushen Water. The total population was made up of one
hundred and sixty (460) staff who have worked for more than 5 years in the above mentioned
private firms.

2.3. Sample Size and Sampling Deter mination

Two hundred and fourteen (214) respondents were chosen for the study through the use of Y aro-
Y amene (1967) sample size determination technigue.

2.4. Method of Data Collection

Primary data was used in this study. This was made possible by the administration of research
guestionnaires. Secondary data from literature was used to complement primary data results.
2.5. Data Analysis Techniques

The data for the study was analyzed using computer-based Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS version 21 for Microsoft Windows). Statistics from multiple regression analysis
was formally used to test the hypothesis for this study; the t-statistical tests were used to test the
individual independent variable influence on the dependent variable.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Survey Response

A total of 214 questionnaires were sent-out and 177 were retrieved; after careful scrutiny, 13
were regjected, because they were defaced or improperly filled. A successful response rate of
82.7% was achieved as 164 of the questionnaires were considered acceptable.

3.2. Results of Hypothesis Testing
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The t calculated values all showed significant values, because they are greater than the t-
tabulated value (1.98). The F calculated value is 46.382, which is greater than the F tabulated
value indicating significant relationship between variables of the hypothesis. The null hypothesis
is regjected while the alternative hypothesis (H1) is accepted, which states that, “there is
significant relationship between environmental concern and crisis management by agribusiness
companies in Benue Sate”.

Table 1: Environmental Concern and Crisis Management (n=164)

Unstandardized Standardized t Sig.
Coefficients Coefficients
B Std. Beta
Error

(Constant) 0.129 0.246 0.522 0.603
LP 0.239 0.067 0.278 3.541** 0.000
NIS 0.195 0.076 0.207 2.715* 0.012
BP 0.252 0.083 0.294 4.182%* 0.000
HIS 0.604 0.120 0.442 5.041** 0.000
PGE 0.499 0.144 0.358 3.475%* 0.001

Note: Dependent Variable: Crisis Management, *, ** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level
& 0.01 level (2-tailed), F Calculated value = 46.382, R = 0.831, R? = 0.691, LP=limit pollution,
NIS=national and international standards, BP=best practices, HIS=headlth of staff and inhabitants,
PGE=policy on green energy

Source: SPSS Version 21 for Windows

3.3. Discussion of the Findings

For the regression model, the study found out that limit pollution, national and international
standards, best practices, health of staff and inhabitants, and policy on green energy are essential
for crisis management in agribusiness companies operating in Benue State. Thisisin reality with
Exeigwe (2010; Ogidi, 2014b) who emphasized that environmental activities should be
embarked by the firm to enhance pollution control projects, adherence to federa standards and
evauation procedures of new packages to ensure ease of disposal or possible recycling. The
environment is controlled so as to reduce adverse effect on the host communities. This study isin
tandem with Olawale (2014), who emphasized that the extent to which an organization is able to
forge ahead in spite of this unavoidable constraint will depend much on the human resource
managers on whom rests the arduous task of resolving crisis within the environment. Our Mother
Earth is currently facing lot of environmental concerns. The environmental problems like global
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warming, acid rain, air pollution, urban sprawl, waste disposal, ozone layer depletion, water
pollution, climate change and many more affect every human, animal and nation on this planet.
Over the last few decades, the exploitation of our planet and degradation of our environment
have gone up at an alarming rate. As our actions have been not in favor of protecting this planet,
we have seen natural disasters striking us more often in the form of flash floods, tsunamis and
cyclones.

4. Conclusion

The study’s findings indicate that regression coefficients or slopes of environmental concern
variables have significant impacts on crisis management variables. These findings further
support the alternate hypotheses that these regression coefficients or slopes are significantly
different from zeros and have predictive powers in estimating crisis management of companies
operating in Benue State. The study thus, concludes that, environmental concern has significant
effect on crisis management by agribusiness companies in Benue State

5. Recommendations
i. environmental concerns of firms should be budgeted for by agribusiness companies in
order to minimize the affect of crisis on the host communities in Benue State;

ii.  land and soil pollution can be reduced to minimum if agribusiness companies help to curb
their level of carbon and solid wastes should be recycles or properly disposed at waste
land sites; and

iii.  water pollution should be reduced by collecting effluents from the agribusiness
companies are properly sealed and disposed
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